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CERUAL HARVEST FORECAST, 1948/49 


‘WHEAT 
PARLEY 660,000 " ieee COU ij : jee 


farmers reoresenting nearly 40% of the area sown. 


ACREAGHS:~- The Following table shows the total areas under 
Boer ley and Oats for all purposes, 1.¢. for grain, hay or green 
fodder pore os0-37 and seyeral later years it shows also the areas 
bona farmers had Lo tended to sow for sea son 1918/49 and the areas now 
Bevimated to have sown. This latter area is subdivided UNdere cine 
Beepective headings of grain, hay and green fodder with comsarative 


Merimasved to Maye Failed entirely or were fit only for grazing. These 
Mena fave been Anportioned between the grain and green fodder areas 
meordins to the purpose for which it was estimated they were sown. 


Wheat Rapley Oates Toten 
NOISE AGPES Acres ING TESS 


Bontinuously from 1930-31 (the maximum year) to 1943-44, barley and 


lthough the areas unde xr wheat decreased from 1930-31 to 1H tes 
Uring the same period as number of sheep increased from 5,980,959 
Memes 99,009 and cattle from 218,985 to 414,997, while Were Wwe Pe 
mereased plantings of Aree Pears wecectsnies, barley, OCluS,. © UC. 


After the fall in acreage 15s y aenee Memes eekly 
tbstantial inercases in the &rcas sown to wheat, barley and oats for 
Me-h5 and 1945-46 and during those ycars there were decreases in 


merther increases for whcat and bervey but Cats decreased to the 
mwest acreage since 1932-33 - probably due to the good season for 
Meureal teed — while the numbers of cattle and sheep made substantial 
Meera Bearicy and ofts aercas inersascd for 1947-18 and 1948-49 
so pebea G@ée¢reased. The areas harvested ror each cercal show thet 
eped lesser acreages than they intended. 


peu7o,000 Acres Poet oOnOe) Bushels, = Average 12,13 Busheds, 


! 


Meee emwimethe oe farvest prospects have been received from 2, 75k 


Seeures shown for 1947/18, An additional line shows the areas that are 


Beret area sown Caer 4,507,213 267,369 519,300 5,295,002 

(eae 2,948,110 558,559 834,793 4,341,462 

Toho hy 1,575, 7/8 504,582 9045505 259435129 

eee oe Vee ee Olle Sole Se S We ae 

TH4 9-40 ne ge) Jet Ot 636,126 Cr oie ioe 

1 2L,0-1:/ Poa bee O27 Bo. 75o, sy pereets 

Relea is Pe SO oe SeayoCe = Hb, S4.= (Cea: 

Ayea intended for 918-19 2 PSO. OCO 7 OG), OC 680, 000 3,610, 000 
Now eattmated for 194.3-4,9 2pise, OOO 6y5,000 GOR, 000 a3eeb.8 

For Grain (a) 49L8-L9 22070, 000 660,000 140,000 4,410,000 

1947-46 Pie Og 502, 10>- S08 ,fes oo ronae:, 

ety 198-49 70,000 2,000 100,000 ~— 172,000 

1947-18 ee ee eee eyed 258 ,576 

Green Fodder (a) 1945-19 10,000 75,000 90,000 443,000 

19) 7-18 ices PER aIole = OS noone | eRe es 

(a) Failed areas included 470,000 30,000 135,000 335, 006 

Although the areas sown with wheat decreaccd Peer leal ly 


Bats increased until 1930-40 after which they also decreased to 1945-44. 


ve-stock - Doumerpally duc to drought ee in 19L.0-1 7 there were 


The 1948-49 season had a splendid OPohrEne, excoun for. The 
Beevern snd Upper North Divisions. The average rainfall over the 
Berreulvural Areas for April was 168 points, being practically double 
the 43 year's mean of Eeeeorote. Ile April rains were the beat since 
4938. May with 144 (1 62,) points was slightly below nomial, while 

eee oo) end July 159 (195) ~oints were decidedly below nornal . 
eee eer Od Continued during the first haly or August but there wore 


Reetet se roine Curing the latter half and the sonth's totas was 207 
| (194) eee Orhinatedy This improved period was followed by a very 


Gry Seatember With Only £5 (161) voints, and this dry snell continued 
Meemeceover, HOwever, 2<00d rains fell on October 10 and i eae 
Seeeewere LOllOwed by further good falls during the balance of the 


wae Mol 


eet imbo thie first half of November, The total QVe race eC comed moe 
Mere:— October 213 (127) and 


and Nevember (5 (9) poimus. Pari in 
Meeeocr “iG wheat yield was being estinated at as low as 7 or 8,000,000 
Miewcis but the closing weeks of the scason were so favorable (good 
Mee COOL Weather and very little damage from rust, haydie etc.) 
Sega. 100,000 bushels are now forecast. This is the onsosite to the 
Mrevious &cason, when carlicr for 2 yield as ,roseni us 
Sb. 1S uc. tMaut 


> 


te 


| Zitnough the ayerage rainfall over the Agricultural Areas for 
Meeteat-Srowines period April to November 1186 (1229) -points was not 
Meee causal to the mean, the average wheat yield ocr acre of 12.13 
Mees CxCCedcd the 4.4 years’ mean of 10.73 bushcls, The inercesed 
Merore wicat yield undoubtedly was duc to the Octobcr-November fills 
Meeoo0 (22).) points assisted oy the April-May opcning falls of 332 (259) 
Mees, DCCause the intervening period of Junc-September head aye 


pvi 
b 
eeo) points, or just two-thirds of the mean. 


Meee COmoarcd with thc ie years’ mean weres- Central 1599 (1567) pos 
Mes (15.58) bushels; L 3 
bushels; pouth Hast 
Murray Mallec 7155 (4 
(6.2) points 9.73 ( 
B60 (7.39) bushels, 


va 


the divisional Asril—November rainfalls and whcat averages for 
© 
) 


Wao North 452 (478) pointe 47.89 (ress 
1923) points 21.52 (14.05) bushels; 

bs 8.20 ene oe bushe ts; 

Se ene Western OO 1 


Wee Toe Gstin2tea yield Of 25,100,000 bushels ur whca t 
Peer 52,52)),)22 in 194/-48 and with an average oF 260;5U2,/75 
Meee une arevyious 10 years, The estimated yield per acre is 12.13 
Mees COmoarcd with 13.70 in 197-48. 

a BARLEY: The cat ima id is 11,500,000 bushels comnerce 

With the record cron of 415 im 1947-hé@ and the ten years’ ican OF 
7960, 760. iemeaverave por aere 1S V/sk2 compared whth €7.52 in 

M947-18. The ooo Seacen did not favor the development of very heavy 
Perley crops, besides which considerable damage was done by storms 

Beech Occurred during the second weck of November, These factors account 
Bor the eOve deereace of 9.90 bushels por acre compared with the 

PPSVious season, The average yield per acre has been ¢xeecded in 

Meret recent scasons but, due to the fact that the acreage was the 
Bighest on Pecord, the total yicld was exceeded only by the record of 
19k7 1.8. 1% is understood that, as happened last year, barley crops 

me ©Xceeding the farmers' Cstimates. 
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Sewer, t= always difficult to cstimate the yield of oats 
meethe total expecicd yicld is 3,100,000 bushels comparcd with the _ 
Meera Crop of 5, 49),,261 in 1947-8 and the 10 years' mean of Big OIRO eee 
Meeeverasge per acre is 7.56 comparcd with 17.4/ in 1947.48. The late 
Prime Yains benefited the 1948-49 oat crops, but this benefit was 

eOunte rba lanced by the damage done by the November storms. 


